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Technology and Culture

01 We Just Share Files
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02 Should I Reveal Myself?
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05 Hi. What's Your Name?
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06 Freedom of Speech Is Our Right
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07 BRB, CYA in a Few Min
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08 Buy Our Products and You'll Be Happy!
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10 Full of Sex and Violence
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hdlie We Just Share Files
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oday’s discussion will be on
Tlntemct file-sharing. There are many
file-sharing Web sites in Korea. There,
visitors can upload or download digital
Intellectual Property(1P) such as movies
and music at very low cost or for free. In

fact, the use of such sites seems almost
--d‘ universal in Korea. Many Korean and
foreign entertainment and software companies have protested such
activity as “piracy,” and have tried to bring political and legal pressure
on netizens to stop downloading, and on file-sharing sites to close.
Despite the pressure, however, file-sharing sites remain ubiguitous in
Korea. Some say that file-sharing sites should continue. They insist
that pressure on file-sharing sites is another attempt by big companies
to seize commoners’ money by making them pay royalties. Other
people say that we must abide by IP laws—specifically those relating
to products like movies or music—if we ever want to be recognized as
an advanced country. How do you feel about this issue?
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I don’t understand why file-sharing should be a
problem. [ don’t think giant firms will go bankrupt because
of IP file-sharing. Big companies can afford some small
losses from file-sharing. They already dominated the
market. Do they have to dominate it even more? I get
angry whenever I see these companies demanding that we
stop “piracy’ and pay them royalties instead. I don’t think
we ever have an obligation to waste our wealth by paying
royalties to them! I'm tired of their exploitation.
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Well, certainly you have some good points. However,
have you thought about the perception of Korea that other
countries might have? 1 think the level of morality can
greatly affect the overall image of our nation, which can
have an influence on the economy. Whenever we read about
IP piracy rates, we always see China, Korea, and Thailand
at the top of the list. To be frank, 1 don't think Korea will
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ever be accepted as a developed, advanced country as long
as average citizens here don’t respect IP laws.
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That may be true, but consider this: Maybe people
share files because they are not priced properly. I mean,
digital products are priced unreasonably. Even when the
economy is slow, companies constantly say that they have
to raise prices. [ think it is sort of like “robbing’ people.
Why can’t they make the prices low enough for more
people to actually afford? I think many people know how
troublesome it is to download files illegally. They will
definitely pay for the contents as long as the prices are
reasonable. Is this a good way to root out piracy or what?
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Opinion &

You know what I've heard? 1've heard that even top
singers like Lee Hyo-ri or Wonder Girls cannot sell even
half a million CDs anymore. Korean companies and
entertainers are being hurt by file-sharing. As we know,
many Korean movies are also downloaded for free in
Korea. Even worse, since we are file-sharing, we can’t
criticize the Chinese or Thais for file-sharing our ‘Korean
Wave' music or movies. If we don’t respect [P, how can we
tell those countries not to pirate our products? 1 was
shocked to see so many pirated Korean movies in Bangkok,
actually. But how could 1 complain about it?
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1 What kinds of files do you download from file-sharing sites? Would
you consider file-sharing to be piracy?
L 4

2 | "File-sharing should be eliminated because it hurts Korea in several
ways, such as in its national image.” Do you agree or disagree with
this statement?

L 4

3 | What do you think is the main reason file-sharing exists?
#

4 | What are some advantages and disadvantages of file-sharing?
4

5 | What is a unique approach 1o resolving the file-sharing issue ASIDE
from applying anti-piracy laws?
-
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+ Big players can suck up a small loss.

» Big companies are wealthy enough to tolerate a small financial loss (from IP
piracy).
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« Royaltias to forgigners exhaust the national wealth.
« Foreigners ara trying to suck us dry through royalties!
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* Do you think piracy is good for Korea's global image?
« How does Korea's IP piracy play out abroad?
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+ Laws (including IP laws) are what separate us from animals.
« Being human means being able te follow basic laws.
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« Conglomerates aren't pricing movies and music properly in Korea.
» Conglomerate's pricing of movies and music is out of whack in Korea.
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+ You have to give a little to get a little.
= Compromise on this issue is necessary.
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= Qur own actions on IP piracy have harmed us.
« IP piracy has blown up in our faces.
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+ As far as |P goes, we need to follow the Golden Rule.
« We need to follow moral principles so that others follow them, too.



